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Why OSH research? 

Community strategy 2007-12 : 

! !ÒResearch, both basic and applied , is crucial to 
improve knowledge about health and safety at 
work, to describe situations of exposure, to identify 
causes and effects and to design preventive 
solutions and innovative technologies. Scientific 
research provides arguments and evidence upon 
which policy decisions must be based.Ó 



Fostering research co-ordination 

" ! A natural task for EU-OSHA: a network 
agency; link between research bodies and the 

Commission; not in competition with others 

" ! A task for the European Risk Observatory 
(ERO) within the AgencyÕs 2009-13 Strategy 

" ! An increasingly visible activity for the Agency: 
Prevention and Research Unit 

" ! Build upon previous work: 



Impact into policy- and decision-making 

! ! Integrating OSH into other policy areas: 
# ! DGs: SANCO  (e.g., European Pact on Mental Health and 

Well-being, T3: Mental Health in Workplace Settings), EMPL, 
ENV 

# ! Social partners; SLIC; other agencies (Eurofound, ECHA) 
taking part in discussions re. policy implications of 
OSH aspects 

# ! Scientific Committee on Emerging and Newly Identified 
Health Risks (SCENIHR) 

# ! Input into Eurostat � s̀ work (ESAW, EODS, Panorama) 
# ! WHO � s̀ Global Plan of Action on workers health 
# ! EU-US summits 
# ! Numerous Advisory Panels & Scientific Committees 
# ! ACSH WP on strategies 

! ! 2005: EU-25 research priorities $  Community Strategy 



Community  Strategy  2002-06 

ÒAnticipating new and emerging risks 
(É) is vital if the risks are to be 
brought under control. (É) It also 
requires researchers to adopt a 
consistent approach: research 
organisations should coordinate 
their respective programmes , 
target them to address practical 
problems arising at the workplace, 
and make preparations for the 
research findings to be transferred 
to firms, and especially to SMEs.Ó 

! !  





Identify causes, effects and design 
preventive solutions for new risks !

¥! Instruments/ secondary objectives 

Research priorities: psychosocial issues, 
musculoskeletal disorders, dangerous substances, 

knowledge of reproductive risks, OSH management, 
risks associated with several cross-factors"

Promotion mental health at work place"

promote and 
prevent violence 
and harassment 

at workplace"

Employment of 
people with mental 

disabilities"
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¥! Instruments/ secondary objectives 
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knowledge of reproductive risks, OSH management, 
risks associated with several cross-factors"



when 

! !29 November 2005 
# ! Agency publishes 

�lPriorities for occupational 
safety and health research 
in the EU-25 �z 

! !1-2 December 2005 
# ! First research seminar, DGs 

attending, consolidated list 
of priorities 

! !10 January 2006 
# ! FP6 call for proposals on 

work-related stress & 
violence 

! !18-19 January 2007 
# ! �lPRIMA-EF �z launched 

science 
met 

money 



Community  Strategy  2007-12 

EU-OSHA Òis called 
upon to encourage  
national health and 
safety research 
institutes to set joint 
priorities, exchange 
results and include 
OSH requirements in 
research programmesÓ 



2007-2012 activities  

! !Series of reports into new & emerging risks, 
followed up with seminars with other 
Commission DGs and agencies 
# ! research needs: always included 

! !Continuous liaison with Commission and 
European Parliament 
# ! Input into calls for tender; presentations for 

the ParliamentÕs EMPL committee 

! !Active role in New OSH ERA 
# ! Follow up: New OSH ERA Forum 

! !2012: updating report on research priorities 



Mid-term  review  of the  2007-12 Strategy  

ÒEU-OSHA continues to foster research 
coordination in occupational safety and 
health , mainly through its active participation in 
the 2006-2010 NEW OSH ERA consortium. This 
network, funded by the 6th Research Framework 
Programme, aims to reduce the fragmentation 
in the OSH European research area .  

During the period of reference, the European 
Risk Observatory has focused on the 
identification of new and emerging risks . Work 
started with the publication of four expert forecast 
reports which covered the broad spectrum of 
OSH, follow up with detailed literature reviews 
and reports. The top emerging risks identified in 
the four reports have been followed up with 
detailed literature reviews and reportsÓ 



2012: updating the report on research priorities 

! !Review 2005 report:  
# ! what has changed, what is new, what should 

stay (& why) 

! !Improvements: more time $   
# ! better review of existing analyses of priorities 

(at national and international levels) 

# ! more consultation (incl. PEROSH) 
# ! more detailed analysis of broader context (incl. 

socioeconomic issues) 

! !Aim: feed into EU strategy on OSH 2013-2020 



Plans  for  the  review  

! !2011 Q3: commission EU-OSHAÕs Topic 
Centre OSH  to draft an update 

! !2012: consult with expert networks 
# ! EU and beyond: social partners, Commission 

services and AgencyÕs focal points 

! !Follow up with seminar to consolidate 
findings: New OSH ERA Forum 

! !Promotion and dissemination of report:  
# ! With a view to provide input into 2013-2020 

EU Strategy on OSH and future EU research 
programmes 
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